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something of the old-fashioned Philhellenic ardour.
He did not treat her statesmen as pestilent visionaries,
but encouraged them to resist arbitrary pressure, and
after vainly striving to ward oft the blow, managed by
Ms sympathy to convince the Greek people that his
country's non-intervention on their behalf was not due
to want of will but simply to the superior might of

circumstance.

*****

Since that date all fluctuations in the attitude of France
towards Greece ceased; and she went seriously to
work to assist the little State and defend it through good
repute and ill. Rien de ce qui la louche ne no^4S laisse
indiffennts, declared the spokesmen of the Republic,
and acted accordingly. In 1897, as we saw, the Cretan
spectre, after receding into the shadows for an instant,
had again stalked forward. Greece proved lamentably
incompetent to lay it. But even in her failure she
found France more anxious to console than to criticize.
President Faure sent a message to King George assuring
him that, crushing though the disaster appeared, he had,
by his gallant effort to rescue Crete, acquired une hypo-
theque qui lid assurait I'avenir.

In the Macedonian Question the French attitude was
the same as in the Cretan. Although France acknow-
ledged that the Bulgars had as good a right to their
national aspirations as the Hellenes had to theirs, she
did not permit her sympathy with Bulgarian idealism to
degenerate into an opposition to Hellenic idealism.
With all the intellectual honesty that differentiates the
French from the English mind, and the impartiality
that becomes a third person in a dispute, France insisted
on hearing both sides, and on giving to each its due
weight. In 1878 she had advocated Bulgaria's legitimate